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Respecting Democracy & Elections

The weather around us is always chang-
ing. Sometimes the things that cause the weather 
to change happened a long way away. Today I 
want to talk about a phenomenon called the La 
Niña, and how it affects the weather, and its an-
ticipated impact this summer.

There are 
many different 
methods that people 
have used over the 
years to try to pre-
dict the weather. 
People have used 
the length of the or-
ange on woolly worms, and the shape of persim-
mon seeds. The La Niña/El Niño finds its roots in 
a more scientific approach. La Niña means little 
girl in Spanish, El Niño means little boy.

El Niño is part of the El Niño Southern 
Oscillation, or ENSO. La Niña occurs when the 
Pacific Ocean water temperatures are lower than 
normal. El Niño means that the pacific waters 
are higher than normal. As waters temperatures 
go back and forth between high and low, it’s 
called La Nada. Under normal conditions, trade 
winds blow west along the equator. This takes 
warm water from South America towards Asia. 
To replace that warm water cold water rises from 
the depths. La Niña/El Niño break these normal 
conditions. Under La Niña, the trade winds are 
stronger than normal, so more warm water is 
pushed towards Asia. This imbalance is fixed by 
more cold water rising from the depths. The re-
sult is that the jet stream moves northward and 
weakens over the eastern pacific. Scientists don’t 
know why the trade winds that cause the move-
ment of water ebb and flow as they do. 

We have the names La Niña/El Niño be-
cause South American fishermen had observed 
the change in water temperature in the Pacific 
occurring around Christmas time for centuries. 
They started calling it El Niño after baby Je-
sus. In the 1980s, scientists discovered La Niña. 
NOAA tracks Pacific Ocean temperatures and 
will announce if there is going to be a La Niña/
El Niño event. It also influences the severity of 
storms. La Niña usually means that there will be 
more hurricanes coming out of the Caribbean 
and Gulf of Mexico. 

The prediction currently is for us to have 
a La Niña summer. That means a warmer and 
drier summer than normal. Currently we are in 
an El Niño winter which means colder and wet-
ter than normal. These predictions are for sea-
son long averages, so that doesn’t mean that we 
won’t have any gully washers come through, just 
fewer than we normally do. A warmer summer 
than normal doesn’t mean we won’t have cool 
spells, just fewer than normal. It’s impossible to 
know exactly what is going to happen, these pre-

Q. I noticed an office in the Courthouse with the title 
GIS. What does GIS mean?

A. The Union County GIS office works with a Geographic 
Information System. GIS is defined simply as Smart Maps. A GIS 
is a system that creates, manages, analyzes, and maps all types of 
data. GIS connects data to a map, integrating location data with 
all types of descriptive information. 
The interactive maps on your smart-
phone or computer are an example of 
GIS.

Q. What agencies/depart-
ments utilize GIS information?

A. Almost all of our County 
Departments and many local govern-
ment agencies use our GIS Data products in either digital map 
format or printed maps. The Union County GIS department can 
also provide certain kinds of data associated with the County in-
frastructure.

Q. What kind of information do the GIS personnel pro-
vide?

A. The GIS Department currently maintains around seven-
ty information layers in the GIS. Some examples of these layers 
are Aerial Photographs, Roads, Streams, Water Bodies, Parcels, 
Soils, Contours, Subdivisions, Land Use, Culverts, Bridges & 
Fire Hydrants. Did you know that in January 2024, it was re-
ported that Union County has 3568 county-maintained culverts, 
1035 fire hydrants, and 13 cell towers? This and much more in-
formation is tracked and maintained by Union County GIS. Addi-
tionally, the public can go online to georgiagis.com or the Union 
County Tax Assessor’s webpage to view any Union County Aer-
ial Imagery available.

Q. Where does the information come from?
A. Most of the data is collected in the field by the GIS 

Department. Some of the initial data was provided by State and 
Federal Agencies and then expanded over time. When there are 
infrastructure changes, the information is updated with GIS.

Q. How does Union County use GIS information?
A. We mainly use our GIS for asset management, public 

safety, and land parcel information. Data is stored in geodata-
bases and is used for analysis. Some other examples of data we 

It seems like every time you pick up the 
newspaper or turn on the news you hear of some-
thing new coming to Georgia. Georgia has been 
named the No. 1 state to do business in for the 
past 10 years in the U.S. Accomplishments like 
these do not happen without people working be-
hind the scenes. The 
Georgia Chamber 
of Commerce con-
tinually works to 
make life better in 
the state of Georgia 
while working with 
local chambers to 
address the needs of local communities. Chris 
Clark, President and CEO of the Georgia Cham-
ber, has spent the last 14 years working for the 
Georgia Chamber and working for Georgia. We 
have collaborated with the Georgia Chamber to 
address our workforce issues and to ensure that 
our local economy remains strong and vibrant. 
Chris will be speaking at our Chamber on April 
18th to inform us of the impact of the last 40 
days on the Georgia economy, how the state 
workforce is faring, and how we are faring in the 

I learned a cultural lesson living in Haiti. It was not un-
common for a friend to take my hand as we walked in public. 
The gesture prevented other pedestrians from interrupting our 
conversation. In our culture, handholding is a public display of 
affection or practical support for a child or someone with mobil-
ity challenges. There are reasons handholding is an apt metaphor 
for the loving presence of God.

The path of Thomas Dorsey’s 
life led to an intense moment when 
he sought God’s presence. He was 
born into a pastor’s family. He be-
came a blues musician in the 1920s 
and continued to apply his talent in 
church music. He married, and by 
age 32 he had a child on the way. Life was good!

He explains what happened next. “I was in a revival. My 
wife was to become a mother. She was well when I left home. 
They sent for me to come to the door for a telegram. I read it. 
‘Hurry home. Your wife just died.’ I couldn’t accept it at all. A 
friend took me home. I jumped out, ran in to see if it was really 
true. One of the girls cried, ‘Nettie just died!’ In the next two 
days, the baby died. Two friends came by. I was trying to make 
my little talk to the Lord. One of them said call Him, ‘Precious 
Lord.’ I started singing it then and there.”

Here’s what he sang: “Precious Lord, take my hand, lead 
me on, let me stand! I’m tired, I’m weak, I’m worn. Through the 
storm, through the night, lead me on to the light. Take my hand 
precious Lord, lead me home.” In his moment of shock and grief 
Dorsey needed the steadying strength of the Lord’s hand.

In such times, the intense, emotive questions of life push 
away trivialities. What can I know? What am I to do? Where is 
the hope? Philosopher Immanual Kant believed those three ques-
tions define the objectives of human reason. Dorsey answered 
in faith: I know the Precious Lord; He will lead me; He has a 
home for me. The Bible says it this way: “Those also who suffer 
according to the will of God shall entrust their souls to a faithful 
Creator in doing what is right” (1 Pet. 4:19).

In seeking God’s presence, strength, and light, Dorsey 
learned to live with loneliness, weakness, and the dark night of 
his soul. He remarried and had two children. He penned thou-

Being prepared for emergencies and disasters is important.  
It can save time, money, property, and even your life. Part of being 
prepared is staying informed on potential emergencies and disas-
ters. Staying informed is a joint effort between the emergency man-
agement who provides information and the public who receives 
and uses that information. One way that Union County Emergency 
Management Agency (UCEMA) pro-
vides information is through the alert 
system called CodeRED.

The CodeRED system allows 
UCEMA to provide notifications that 
may require immediate action (such 
as a boil-water notice, missing child, 
weather emergency or evacuation no-
tice). The system delivers text, emails, and phone calls to cell or 
home phones.  

The CodeRED system has several different types of notifica-
tions. CodeRED Weather Warning is a unique service that automat-
ically notifies citizens in the path of severe weather just moments 
after a warning has been issued by the National Weather Service.  
UCEMA also uses CodeRED to send EMERGENCY notifications 
to keep citizens informed of emergencies such as evacuations, fires, 
floods, chemical spills, or other emergency situations.

UCEMA may also use CodeRED to send GENERAL no-
tifications to those who register to communicate non-life safety 
matters, such as planned road closures, water main repairs, water 
and power service interruptions, etc. By selecting the box for GEN-
ERAL alerts when you register, you will also receive these types of 
notifications.

CodeRED is a nationwide service. Residents and visitors 
alike can receive notifications no matter where you are located via 
the CodeRED Mobile Alert app. This is a free public safety app for 
both Android and iPhone users. The CodeRED Mobile Alert app 
delivers community and emergency alerts to individuals targeted 
within an impacted geographical area via your smartphone any-
where in the country, including Hawaii, Puerto Rico and Alaska.

If you have not registered for notifications, we strongly 
encourage you to register with CodeRED to receive weather and 
emergency notifications. Please visit www.tinyurl.com/UnionCo-
deRED. There is no charge to register or use CodeRED and your 

Friendships are vital to have in an indi-
vidual’s life. They provide comfort, joy, stabil-
ity, and even sanity. Such solid relationships 
will last a lifetime because a heritage has been 
created once the friendship is ignited. Individu-
als in a strong relationship find immense plea-
sure in knowing 
each other – visit-
ing with one an-
other, talking over 
the phone, laugh-
ing together, be-
ing silly with each 
other, and sharing 
things that will 
remain confiden-
tial due to the mutual respect and admiration 
involved in the friendship. It’s as if they can 
read each other’s minds at times. It’s a tena-
cious friendship that can hardly be destroyed. 
Such a strong bond adds validity, warmth, and 
love that will see one another through thick 
and thin – during troubles and successes. This 
kind of an authentic relationship lasts for de-
cades, sometimes even until death.

One of my favorite enjoyments is called 
“Speck Fishing.” Speckled Trout derive their 
name from the specks that cover their body. 
In other parts of our country the fish are called 
“Brook Trout” or “Brookies.” The fish gener-
ally require cold, clean water and they do not 
tolerate “Rainbow 
Trout” well. These 
tend to prey upon 
the Specks. These 
little fish are Geor-
gia’s only native 
trout. As a matter 
of fact, when John 
Muir traveled through Trackrock Gap all those 
years ago, he noticed many smaller Trout in the 
creeks in the area. Later it was determined these 
minnows were actually Specks.

Since that time the territory of our native 
Speckled Trout has decreased significantly. The 
introduction of Rainbow Trout and the develop-
ment of much of our land have both decreased 
our water quality and placed extraordinary pres-
sure upon our only native trout. Now to catch 
this species you must travel into the high coves 
and above waterfalls underneath many of our 
high mountains. My good friend Patrick Fix 
loves to Speck fish as much as I, and this is a 
story from his childhood. 

Patrick, his cousin and his father, Bill Fix, 
were Speck fishing somewhere around Blue 
Mountain. Patrick said he can still remember 
watching Dad walk through the rhododendron 
thickets. He carried a small fishing rod and on 
his back was a day pack containing water and a 
small frying pan. When the trio caught enough 
fish they would grease up a pan and build a fire. 
Next all the fish were rolled in corn meal and 
fried along with some potatoes. 

Late in the afternoon the trio came to a 
long cascading waterfall. The falls were not free 
falling, but, more of a long chute with potholes 
placed intermittently through the 100-foot drop. 
Actually, the waterfall was in the shape of an 
s-curve much like a water slide you might see at 
an amusement park. Bill Fix looked at the two 
young boys and said, “That blue granite is too 
slick for my liking, so I am going around this 
fall to the bottom and fish that big hole.” So, 
Bill and his nephew disappeared around a point 
while Patrick sat looking at a pothole halfway 
down the waterfall. 

I don’t think Patrick has ever met anything 
he is afraid of, and the more he looked at the pot-
hole, the more he wondered if it contained a re-
cord “Speck.” So, carefully he crept through the 
boulders, navigating his way down the waterfall 
to the pothole. At one point he was standing on a 
flat-topped boulder about 3 feet wide and 30 feet 
tall with nothing but other sharp boulders below 

See Thompson, page 7A
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The Visit
Dear Editor,

 All American citizens, whether you were 
born here or whether you became a naturalized 
citizen, enjoy a number of rights and freedoms.

If you are truly concerned about retaining 
these privileges, please educate yourself as to the 
character and background of those candidates 
you plan to vote for.

During Donald Trump’s presidency, gas 
prices were acceptable, food prices were low-
er, and World War III wasn’t looming over the 
heads of all American citizens.

President Donald Trump, who I believe 
is truly concerned about our country, worked to 
complete the Border Wall in effort to stop the 
flow of folks involved in criminal activities such 
as drugs and sex trafficking.

According to President Biden and Secre-
tary of Homeland Security Mayorkas, the border 
is closed, yet it is reported by our border patrols 
that 8,000 to 12,000 immigrants flood across the 
borders of Texas, Arizona and California each 
day.
Stephanie Miller

In the last four years, we’ve heard much 
about election issues and fraud. These issues all 
stemmed from the results of the 2020 election. 
The election was certified with President Biden 
winning the popular vote by more than 7 mil-
lion, and winning the electoral vote 306 to 232. 
Although this vote was certified by Congress, the 
losing candidate did not concede his loss, which 
has been done by every modern-day president.

Looking at close elections in the past, 
you see a respect from previous presidential 
candidates for our Constitution and our election 
processes. In the 2000 election between George 
Bush and Al Gore, the vote was extremely close, 
and Florida became the focus of who would win. 
In this case, Al Gore made his legal challenge to 
the Supreme Court, which he lost. Al Gore did 
win the popular vote by 500,000, but lost the 
electoral vote 271-Bush to 266-Gore. Once the 
Supreme Court ruled on the case, Al Gore con-
ceded the election. Al Gore conceded the elec-
tion, to show dignity and respect for our country.

Another intense election took place in 
1992 between George H.W. Bush and Bill Clin-
ton. Although President Bush lost his reelection 
bid, he conceded, and left the White House with 
dignity and a personal note to express his support 
to the winner. 

In 2016 the election was won by President 
Trump. Although he lost the popular vote by 2.9 

I know this subject is taboo, but since it’s 
on the news and the Supreme Court, I felt com-
pelled to speak out. When I was younger, the 
thought of abortion never entered my mind one 
way or another, or the consequences of that de-
cision. But for some time now, my opinion has 
changed. I realize that in life bad things happen 
to people. This article is not about them. I be-
lieve abortion in America and around the world 
is abused to the point that the innocent pay the 
price. And this is where you have to make a 
hard, serious decision – right or wrong, it is your 
choice.

When God created us, he gave us free will 
to make our own choices. But with choices come 
consequences, and at that particular time, emo-
tions are running high. Please read on and I’ll 
explain.

Over the years I have people’s stories 
that stuck in my mind and changed my think-
ing. When you get up in the morning, give your 
mother and grandmother a kiss and hug, because 
if your mother or grandmother had had an abor-
tion, you, your family, and their family would 
not be here.

Next, your daughter and boyfriend found 

In the Bible, it tells of Jesus traveling with 
His disciples to Jericho where Jesus encoun-
tered Zacchaeus, a chief tax collector who over-
charged his fellow countrymen, who despised 
him. The crowd was large and Zacchaeus, being 
short in stature, climbed up a sycamore tree to 
get a better view of Jesus. As Jesus approached 
the tree, He looked up and said, “Zacchaeus 
come down for I want to stay at your house.” 
You can imagine what the people muttered – He 
has gone to be the guest of a sinner.

Question: What if Jesus came knocking 
on your door today asking to come in and stay 
a while? Would you feel uncomfortable in the 
presence of a Holy and righteous God? Would 
depend on whether you were curious enough to 
have Jesus stay, especially after hearing all the 
wonderful healings and miracles He had per-
formed. Could this really be the Messiah that 
has come to save sinners from their sins?  Zac-
chaeus knew there was something unique about 
Jesus, and he was thrilled to have him stay.

May I say, the Gospel is for the tall, dark, 
and handsome. It’s for the short and scrawny. 
The Gospel is for the jaded rich as well as for 
the hopelessly poor and lost. That evening, 
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dictions just show us the likely 
trend that we are going to ex-
perience.

If you have a question 
about El Niño/La Niña contact 
your County Extension Of-
fice or email me at Jacob.Wil-
liams@uga.edu. 

I am hosting a Master 
Naturalist training. This is an 
8-week course that focuses on 
the natural resources around 
us. If you are interested in par-
ticipating in that email me or 
call the Union County Exten-
sion Office at 706-439-6030.

can pull from the GIS are road 
sizes and surface types. We can 
also see how many and what 
size culverts are on the road 
and the physical condition of 
those culverts. We are one of 
the few Counties in the entire 
US that produces our own in-
house Search and Rescue. Our 
firefighters are trained in us-
ing paper Search and Rescue 
Maps in the field. This is an 
important feature provided by 
the department as the Appala-
chian Trail goers often need a 
little help and guidance as they 
hike the trail. GIS also pro-
vides ISO (Insurance Services 

Office) Maps. These maps help 
to determine the County’s ISO 
rating for fire insurance rates. 

Q. Who is responsible 
for collecting and providing 
GIS information in Union 
County? 

A. The Union County 
Department currently has 2 
Certified GIS Professionals. 
They are Christina Mortimer 
who is the GIS Analyst, and 
the Director Shawn Seabolt. 

If you have any ques-
tions about GIS and the infor-
mation GIS provides, please 
call (706) 439-6082 or email 
GIShelp@FlagshipGIS.com.

North Georgia Mountains.
Last week the 2024 Leg-

islative Session adjourned sine 
die after what some may call 
a highly active session. This 
year law enforcement, educa-
tion, immigration, taxes, and 
health care topped the list of 
topics addressed and influenc-
ing bills that were brought to 
the floor. Union County is very 
fortunate to have Senator Steve 
Gooch and Representative 
Stan Gunter representing us at 
the Capitol. Senator Gooch is 
not only the Majority Leader 
but is also on the Transporta-
tion, Finance, Appropriations, 
Regulated Industries and Utili-
ties, and Reapportionment and 
Redistricting Committees. 
Representative Gunter is the 

Judiciary Committee Chair-
man and is also a member of 
the Agriculture and Consumer 
Affairs, Appropriations, Eco-
nomic Development and Tour-
ism, Ethics, Health, and Rules 
Committees. If it goes on at 
the Capitol, our representatives 
know about it. If you want to 
know more about what went 
on and how it affected Union 
County, sign up for our Annual 
Legislative Wrap-up Breakfast 
on April 25th at 8 AM at the 
Community Center. You don’t 
want to miss out on any of 
these speakers. 

Come join us for a good 
breakfast and get updated with 
all that makes North Georgia 
great and everything even bet-
ter in Blairsville.

sands of gospel songs, earning 
him the moniker, “Father of 
Gospel Music.” He later added 
a verse to his famous song. 
“Precious Lord, I love your 
name. When I look back from 
whence I came… many are 
gone but still I’m here. Take my 
hand precious Lord, lead me 
home.” Dorsey was 93 when he 
went home.

personal information will be 
kept confidential. We will be 
conducting a countywide test 
at the end of this month, so 
sign up today. 

One of the major respon-
sibilities of UCEMA is to pro-
vide information to the public 
about potential emergencies 
and disasters that may affect 
the community. The CodeRED 
system is a great communica-
tion platform that can inform 
people of these potential in-
cidents. Having this informa-
tion can help everyone prepare 
and make better decisions.  
For more information about 
CodeRED, please visit www.
unioncountyga.gov/CodeRED 
or call UCEMA at 706-439-
6091.  

Union County Fire De-
partment ~Our Family Protect-
ing Your Family~

In any relationship, 
each person receives different 
things out of it – needs, de-
sires, and commitments. It’s 
an awesome feeling knowing 
one has a unique connection 
that flows from one warm hu-
man body to another. One can 
just sense the enrichment that 
accompanies the phenomenal 
connection. There is a definite 
emotional investment as the 
relationship becomes closer 
by means of learning about 
one another, growing emo-
tionally together, and inspir-
ing each other to become even 
greater and more successful 
than one already is. 

Even when we hit a 
rough spot in our life jour-
ney, the close friend is by our 

side. The individual has been 
our support system. Regu-
larly our friend has been in 
touch, encouraging us to 
“hang in there” through the 
mental and emotional storm 
of despair. The special friend 
reaches out to us in compas-
sion at those critical times 
when we feel deserted and 
extremely alone. Our friends, 
at such times, contribute to 
our well-being by means of 
positive thoughts, encour-
agement, and personal visits 
of support.

We’ll be friends until
 we’re old and senile. 

Then we’ll be new friends. 
--anonymous

him. Finally, he found himself 
above the pothole. He noticed 
there was not soil around this 
waterfall, only the wet blue 
granite. As he stepped onto the 
wet rock he remembered his 
Dad’s words, “That blue gran-
ite is too slick for my liking.” 

When Patrick’s foot 
touched the rock he slipped 
and fell, launching his body 
into the pothole. It was only 
a 3-foot drop and he thought 
he would be able to catch 
himself before going into the 

chute. But, the water was too 
fast, and immediately he found 
himself cascading down the 
long s-shaped chute into a 
rhododendron tunnel. At the 
end Patrick was launched over 
a 10 foot drop and into the 
hole his Dad was fishing. He 
let out a war hoop and hit the 
water with a huge splash. As 
he popped out of the water he 
noticed his Dad looking at him 
while a “Winston” cigarette 
dangled from his lips. All was 
silent for a moment. Finally, 

Bill said, “Patrick Fix, I have 
had you in the woods since 
you were 3. I have trained you 
in all the ways I know about 
these mountains, and just look 
at you. Sometimes I wonder if 
you could have possibly come 

from my loins.”
Speck fishing is more 

than just catching fish; it is 
about making memories, and 
Patrick and his Dad made 
some great memories that day 
up toward Blue Mountain.

million, President Trump won 
the electoral vote with 304 to 
Hillary Clinton’s 227, but Hill-
ary Clinton conceded the elec-
tion in a timely and dignified 
manner. 

2020 going forward was 
a story of the loser who felt he 
was a victim. Former President 
Trump lost the 2020 election 
by popular and electoral vote. 
It’s interesting to note that in 
the two elections that former 
President Trump participated 
in, he did not win the popular 
vote in either election.

President Trump did file 
over 50 state and federal cases 
concerning election issues, 
and these cases were dismissed 
(despite having appointed 
some of the judges hearing 
the cases). The Supreme Court 
also rejected Trump’s election 
challenge cases.

Former President Trump’s 
election concerns were also 
investigated by the Justice 
Department, Homeland Secu-
rity and his Attorney General 
William Barr, who determined 

there was no evidence of 
widespread voter fraud. De-
spite all the court case losses 
and investigations that oc-
curred prior to the inaugura-
tion, President Trump would 
still not concede the election, 
and instead maintained he was 
a victim.

Previous presidents 
have reminded Americans that 
once an election has been de-
cided, the concession of losing 
is important. This concession 
results in handing off a func-
tioning executive branch to 
the new commander-in-chief, 
and also is necessary in pre-
venting political violence.

The actions after the 
2020 election have changed 
this process. When a former 
president plays the victim, 
the only true victims are the 
American people.

Be sure to vote in our 
Democracy, and may all po-
litical candidates show respect 
for America and the American 
people’s decisions!
Kristie Shirkey

themselves facing a pregnancy. 
What if the boyfriend didn’t 
want the child but the daugh-
ter did? You, the mother, may 
be the deciding force. Sup-
pose you said yes to having 
the child – daughter is happy. 
Suppose you were to be self-
ish and didn’t want to raise an-
other child mid-life after your 
children were adults – and gave 
your daughter no choice.

Next, on the way home, 
your daughter was in a car ac-
cident with multiple surgeries. 
After the surgery, she was told 
she lost the baby. She didn’t 
know at the time she was preg-
nant. Emotional shock times 
two.

When her mother arrived 
at the hospital, she had to tell 
her mother. Silence, then she 

asked her mother did you ever 
consider having an abortion? 
Her mother, with tears in her 
eyes, said, “You are here, aren’t 
you?”

No one knows ahead of 
time what they would do. It’s a 
life-changing experience. But I 
know people that had an abor-
tion and afterwards it was very 
emotional for them for a while 
in dealing with their decision.

And I’m sure there are 
lots of stories for abortion. 
The choice is yours, you are in 
control, and it will be your de-
cision. I would pray that abor-
tion would be your last resort 
or not even an option. Life is 
precious, and babies are a gift 
from God. Please consider sav-
ing a life. Choose wisely.
Charlotte Thompson

Zacchaeus was a changed man 
and told Jesus he was going to 
make restitution to all he had 
cheated. 

Restitution will have a 
cleansing effect on our souls. 
Maybe the Holy Spirit is deal-
ing with you about making 
things right to others you have 
not dealt kindly too.

What Jesus was seeking 
that day with a sinner like Zac-
chaeus is the same He is seek-
ing today in our society: men 

and women who need a Sav-
ior, and the only way to get to 
know Jesus Christ is by meet-
ing Him right where you are. 
He would love to change your 
sin nature into a transformed 
saint of the Most-High God, 
but you must come believing 
in the Name of Jesus Christ 
who makes all things right and 
leads you down the path of 
righteousness to cleanse your 
soul, white as snow.
Frank F. Combs

Sponsored (no cost to 
Veteran) Honor Flight trips 
to Washington D.C. to see 
the memorials to the Wars 
in which they served. Veter-
ans do not have to have been 
deployed overseas ... just to 
have served during the War 
period. World War II, Ko-
rea, and Vietnam veterans 
are included. Spring and Fall 
flights. If interested, call Paul 
at 615-232-4445. Thank you!

Honor Flight trips 
to Washington, D.C. 
for Veterans

Bell ringing information
at 706-745-5493

Bell Ringing Union
County Old Courthouse

April 2, 2024
In memory of

Laura Dishman
on her birthday

By Susan & Terry Rockfield

World War I at Sea: In 
the years before World War 
I, the superiority of Britain’s 
Royal Navy was unchal-
lenged by any other nation’s 
fleet, but the Imperial Ger-
man Navy had made substan-
tial strides in closing the gap 
between the two naval pow-
ers. Germany’s strength on 
the high seas was also aided 
by its lethal fleet of U-boat 
submarines. 

After the Battle of Dog-
ger Bank in January 1915, in 
which the British mounted 
a surprise attack on Ger-

man ships in the North Sea, 
the German navy chose not 
to confront Britain’s mighty 
Royal Navy in a major battle 
for more than a year, prefer-
ring to rest the bulk of its na-
val strategy on its U-boats.

The biggest naval en-
gagement of World War I, 
the Battle of Jutland (May 
1916) left British naval su-
periority on the North Sea 
intact, and Germany would 
make no further attempts to 
break an Allied naval block-
ade for the remainder of the 
war. 

Military Time
History of World War I
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World War I at Sea
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